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HOUSE APPROVES COMMITTEE'S MINOR USE PESTICIDE BIll,
For immediate release, Wednesday, Oct. 5, 1994
WASHINGTON - The House of Representatives on Tuesday overwhelmingly approved,
by a vote of 334-80, legislation to encourage the continued availability of so-called "minor
use" and public health pesticides and expedite approval of reduced-risk pesticide
alternatives.
"The Minor Use Pl;lsticides Act addresses one of the few - if not only - area of
pesticide policy on which there is consensus. That is the need to provide some Federal
regulatory relief for minor use and public health pesticides. This legislation will help
provide farmers and public health agencies with continued access to these important
tools in ways that do not compromise human health or environmental quality," said
Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza, D-Texas.
Minor use pesticides refer to those pesticides used in the production of smalleracreage or specialty crops, such as fruits, vegetables and ornamentaJs. several chemical
manufacturers have allowed or announced their intentions to allow the voluntary
cancellation of registered minor uses for certain pesticides because of the costs involved
in seeking Federal approval.
''This bill represents a critical first step toward ensuring that agricultural producers
will be able to count on continued access to the necessary pest control tools, as they
continue expanding their use of improved pest management technologies and strategies
which better balance economic and ecologic concerns. This legislation also addresses
similar - and important - concerns that have been voiced by public health officials over
the loss of minor use pest control products essential in their efforts to protecting public
health," said Rep. Pat Roberts, A-Kans., the Committee's Ranking Minority Member.
(more)

Summary of H.R. 967, Minor Crop Pesticides Act
•

Minor crop protection: Incorporates provisions of the introduced version of
H.R. 967, Minor Crop Protection Act (introduced by Rep. Kika de la Garza, DTexas, with some modifications. Seeks to provide relief to agricultural
producers of fruits, vegetables and small-acreage crops for which available
pesticide tools may be lacking or endangered due to inadequate economic
incentive for their registration. Creates incentives for chemical manufacturers
(registrants) to maintain existing minor use registrations and apply for new
registrations as new generations of pesticides are developed. These incentives
include:
Grants an additional 3 years of exclusive use of data to a registrant for
which EPA approves at least 3 minor uses.
Allows a time extension for submission of certain data.
Waives certain data requirements as long as the absence of this data
does not prevent a determination of the pesticide's risk.
Requires EPA to complete review of new minor use registrations within 6
months.

•

Public health pesticides: Incorporates provisions of H.R. 1867, Public Health
Pesticides Protection Act (introduced by Rep. Calvin Dooley, D-Calif.). Provides
for a separate analysis for public health pesticides that takes into account the
risks of potential disease addressed by the use of the pesticides.

•

Antimicrobial pesticides: Defines antimicrobial pesticides and requires EPA to
study its registration review process and develop guidelines for the registration
of antimicrobial pesticides.

•

Expedited review and registration: Establishes an expedited review
procedure for pesticides that meet certain criteria that indicate reduced safety
testing will most likely be required because of the nature of the pesticides.
Provides policy guidance to EPA and the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
assisting producers manage pesticide tools effectively.
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